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I was saved at the age of seven, and baptized as a Christian on 2 February 1969 at Union Baptist Church in Achilles, VA.  My parents and my pastor were instrumental in leading me to the Lord.  And I give this date knowing that many other Christians have more dramatic testimonies, or count their salvation later in life, or perhaps never give a date at all.  And that’s well and good.  But for me, a 37 year walk with God is really the case.

Indeed during my high school years Hal Lindsey, and some bad theology reigned supreme among many evangelical Christians and scared the daylights out of their kids.  I often feared being “left behind” because I wasn’t sure (and had no way of knowing) if Pastor Turner had gotten me all the way under the water at baptism, or if I’d “only given my heart to the Lord and not my life”, or if I’d been deceived and thought that I was a Christian, but really hadn’t said the right words when I went to the front to get saved that Sunday night, or because I couldn’t quote the day, hour and minute that I’d been saved.  Unfortunately, I lived in this theological slum for several years until in 1980 at a BSU Bible study at Carson-Newman College, the words of Romans 8:29, 30 came to life, and I realized that we can do nothing to merit salvation from God.  Rather, it comes freely from the Divine Sovereignty of God.  At that point, this beautiful truth began to permeate my being and change my life.  I no longer viewed salvation as something that I’d done, but rather something that God had done.  In the ensuing years my limited Calvinistic understanding was strengthened by some excellent Army PCA chaplains (Carr and James), some outstanding Southern Baptist orators (Stanley and Rogers), some great Christian thinkers (McArthur and Zacharias) and various other clergy that I dealt with in the various Churches I joined in Kentucky and Virginia.

However, an understanding of God’s Sovereignty is incomplete without an understanding of His Love.  I came to understand that when I moved to Tennessee in 2001 and joined Mill Springs Baptist Church.  There, God put me under the teaching of Brother Pastor Rusty Webster, one of the greatest Calvinistic Reformed theologians I have ever come alongside in my Christian walk.  Brother Pastor and others in the Church have enlightened me with the writings of the great thinkers Spurgeon, Edwards, Tozer and more recently John Piper.  Here I have grown significantly in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  Here I have come to understand that Jesus is truly the smartest person who ever lived.  Here I have come to know God’s Providence in a rich and real way.  And here, I have come to know that Jesus is truly a friend that sticks closer than a brother.

